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Eryngium giganteum

MISS WILLMOTT’S GHOST is a perennial (often grown as a biennial). Native to the
Caucasus and Iran it has silvery-veined, green leaves and green-tinted, bluish-grey flower

heads framed by glossy silver leaf-like bracts.

It is also known as Giant sea holly, Mdacka obrovska (Czech), Sea holly, Silvermartorn
(Swedish), and Tall eryngo.

It is attractive to wasps that n

o0 doubt pollinaate it.

Giganteum means gigantic, very or unusually large (or tall)’.
The name Miss Willmott’s ghost is given an amusing explanation based upon truth. This was
one of the plants that an eccentric English gardener EIIen Willmott (1858-1934) is said

to have had a respect for. It seems that
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of Honour in Horticulture from the Royal
Society. She is also believed to have been instrumental in acquiring today’s home for
RHS Wisley by persuading Sir Thomas Hanbury, who had just bought the property, to

give it to the Society in 1903 to provide an experimental garden.
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This attractive perennial is believed to have been introduced to England in the 19™ Century.
Today Miss Willmott’s ghost is cultivated as an ornamental plant — and flower arrangers dry
the Summer flowers for inclusion in their arrangements.
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